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Is racial or religious profiling ever LI A L e Lo

justified?

Ten years after 9/11, the U.S. is still trying to balance safety and security with protecting
Constitutional freedoms

YES
In the movie Up in the Air, the character played by =
S;aUPeCIoorwdmmmaihafoﬂmhslan I ‘o Jal or reigious profliing ever justifed?

in airport ity lines: "They pack light, o s ot T, O LLL i s iy o bk vty ot marty
travel efficiently, and they got a thing for slip-on S
shoes. God love 'em.” He is admonished: "Thal's
racistl" He responds: "l stereolype. It's faster.”

Racial and religious profiling is no joke, but it also
isn't ily racism, discrimination, or
harassment. On issues of safely, profiling means
making practical threat assessments. It's time that
we, as a nation, ditch political correciness and
choose pragmatism, recognizing that race,
religlon, and ethniclty can play an important role
in criminality.

Since Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden issued
a "declaration of war” against the U.S. in 1996,
we've experienced sevenal attacks and near
misses, including the 9/11 attacks on New York
and Washington, D.C.; "shoebomber” Richard
Reid; and the Christmas 2009 underwear bomber
en route to Detroit. As a Muslim, | know most
Muslims aren't termorists, but sadly, the common
denominator among these attackers is one thing: They're Muslim.

Profiling isn't just about Muslims, however. Depending on the situation, it mighl make sense to focus
on gangsters canying drugs or while supremacists targeting black churches. Profiling can
be legal and rational. The Justice Department says that to prevent "catastrophic events” like airliner
altacks, law-enforcement officials and alrport screeners "may consider race, ethnicity, alienage*®, and
other relevant fectors.” What it comas down 1o is thal profiling can be one of our best defenses
against the altemative: catastrophe.

Asra Q. Nomani
Author, Standing Alone: An American Woman's Struggle for the Soul of Islam

NO

The issue of profiling is part of the ongoing nalional discussion about how to balance liberty and
security in the post-9/11 era. First and foremost, racial and religious profiling is Inconsistent with
America's core conslitutional principles of equality and faimess,

Despite the threats of crime and terrorism, we must nol compromise on whal we cherish and
celebrate—the rule of law. Under American law, every person is innocent until provan guilly. When
officials use profiling, they are indirectly blaming entire communities because a few among them
have commilted horible crimes. Not only Is thal wrong, but i's also a waste of law-enforcement
resources,

I's not just American Muslims who are affected by this. African-Americans have long complained
that they are targeled for traffic stops in certain neighborhoods “Wat they are, in effect, suspects
simply because of their race.

What's more, profiling isn't even effective. Among those who study this topic, there is a near-
consensus that profiling Is often counterproductive: Over the long lerm, it alienates enlire
communities whose cooperation is essential to the gathering of useful Intelligence for crime fighting
and counterterrorism. Take the example of Muslim Ameri Law enfc Nt officers urgently
need their help in ferreting out threats, but that cooperation is less likely when law-abiding Muslims
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